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Wes Whiteside—Species Information Sheet 
I. Nomenclature 
 
Family: Theaceae 
 
Genus Species (Authority): Franklinia alatamaha Marsh.  
 
Subspecies/Variety (Authority): 
 
Cultivar: 
 
Common Name: Franklin tree 
 
II. Origin (country and/or habitat) 
 
Native/Rare     Native/Uncommon     Old World/Rare      Old 
World/Uncommon 
 
Noted botanists John and William Bartram were the first to come across Franklinia 
on October 1, 1765 along the Altamaha (formerly Alatamaha) River near Fort 
Barrington, Georgia (Fry 2000, Tredici 2005). It was last observed growing in nature 
in 1803, and has long been extinct in the wild.  
 
III. Habit 
 
Tree   Shrub    Vine   
 
Herbaceous Annual Herbaceous Biennial  Herbaceous 
Perennial 
 
Flowering Season: July- August and into September  
 
Flower Color: White with gold stamens 
 
Fruit Type: Capsule 
 
 
 
 
IV. Source of Plant Material 
 From where or whom obtained and when: The first plant of Franklinia 
alatamaha was obtained in spring of 1963 from Kelsey Nursery of New York. 
It lived for only a few years, but did flower before its demise. Subsequently a 
number of other plants have been obtained from various nurseries.  
 
Propagule Material: 
 
Seed   Vegetative  Whole Plant 
Details: 
 
Availability: Readily available from several mail order sources along the 
coastal eastern United States, but rarely offered by Midwest nurseries 
 
V. Cultural 
 
Special Soil Type: Needs acid soil 
 
Soil Moisture: Wet  Mesic  Dry  Other  
 
 
  
VI. Additional Comments 
Although originally from the southeastern U.S., Franklinia has difficulty surviving 
there now due to its susceptibility to a root rot associated with the cotton plant, which 
is possibly to blame for the dissolution of its natural range (Sawyers 1989). It is 
rather difficult to grow without soil alteration and can be badly damaged and killed 
from severe summer droughts.  
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